{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 382                 LIFE  AND   TIMES   OF   STEIN.        [PART IX.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Already we have seen traces of this. Stein's West-phalian notions were dreaded at Berlin when he first became Minister, and in Schb'n we have seen the intense East-Prussian fanaticism. We have observed that the French party during the war has been in like manner local; it has appeared always as the party of Berlin. Much therefore has always depended upon the King's place of residence for the time. At Memel and Konigsberg he was a Reformer, but it had been feared in 1808 that he would cease to be so on his return to Berlin. Affairs now actually enter into a new phase through the ascendancy of the party which having its head\-quarters at Berlin is properly the party of the Bran\-denburg noblesse.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 We remember their struggle with Hardenbergf in 1812. At that time Stein had characterised them with his usual emphasis :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 What can you expect from the inhabitants of those sandy steppes, those smart, heartless, wooden, half-educated people, cut out for nothing but corporals and calculators...conceited egoistic sciolists, fellows that think only of places, privileges, increased salaries ?}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 And again in a passage which marks curiously both the strongly local character of the Prussian par\-ties of that time, and Stein's almost Wordsworthian estimate of the effect of scenery on character.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 It is a misfortune for the Prussian State that the capital is situated in the Electoral Mark. What impression can those dry flats make on the minds of their inhabitants ? what power can. they have to rouse or exalt or cheer it? what do they tell of? Scanty subsistence, joyless brooding over the impotent ground, limited means, petty ends! Do not talk to me of Frederick the}\par }